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uuﬂen! and Explanatory
wm’“rmwnn nﬂnma. The Riverside
muu.: 3 vuls., 1 JIIW- pp. xivh, S=4, 928,
1,027.

of Mr. White in undertaking this

. '“ur:- to preparsan edition of Shakes-
peare to be read. He lias allowed himself, therefore,
wpeither a disquisition vpon Shakespeare’s genius,
por a critical essay npon the Elizabethan drama,
nor a minute discossfon of various rendlings
—althongh it s  almost superfinons to sy
that lie has made the varions readings tlie sub-
jeot of aminute study. e Lias songht “ to cnible
Tho reader of general intelligence to understand,
and therefore to enjoy, what Shakespeare wrote, as
nearly #3 possible in the very way in which he
woull lave understood aud enjoyed it if he
had lived In London in the weign of Jawes
17 The plan embracel a scrupulons  revision
of the text, with the assistance of all the latest
discoveries of Shakespearian scholarship: a plain
statement of w ll Jtover is known aboat the poet and
his writivgs: and potes upon olsolete wonlds and
ohscime assages, mnplr cnongh to h'm--\'u-cl:m.nl
tien, without needlessty distracting the reader’s at-
tention or retanding his progress ‘This  schema,
presenting the resul ts of bearning without the cum-

Tirons .1|l|- \rulits b wbguestivaably th
e e a1t hss been

o1, as a3 ol for guses ral nae, (he River-
in the

Purps cattisd out

s will

side Bhakvspeare migst fake its place at alve
very front vuaks The text & wt fos ded upou £ 11
of any antoesbeat wadvia olithea, evwd My. \_l\ bite's
uh!i.- | LIEY renies of & wen Al very « relul _I‘l‘]-
Tation, ' w vl e of Uhe oditor's forues readings
of dmaviad pvsages Dave boon uh.'u:dunml.:lu:l
sony bl wide W certalin instunces fvsi
ool b s vy bt =tnsduced.

In o 4 with this part of his task we musi
eall stiention 1o & matier uponw Bich Mr. White

Jays no ghat stress in his Preface, thongh it is
Lighiy wnportant, That wemay w understand and
eijuy wlul Shukespoate wrote as noarly as pussible
ju the vory way in which we wonld have vader-

stoel el enjoyed i if we liad lived in Londoa in
the peigh ol .!' % 1,7 he Dins taken pains tore mind
us ol sut 1igs wliel must have boen ware ol

vions two hundred and fifty years ago than they
are to the erities of the present day. Shakespeare
yeoklessly nijsused the langnage of bis own L
IHis plays abound in foreed meamings of worils and
it oral constrnetions, which are not o ily eon
trary 1o modern rules, but wes alwiys wromr
Liternty procislon wass not fashionable w hen T

wrate, Nolwdy cared for it Pvon precise ||ll\-‘l;‘.]-|
was often but dgntly valoeds  In seoncs ol i
stanees commontators have labored ing wiousiy to
mmend the toxt oF discover deep meauings i pussiges
which ouly ilustiate the peet’s sualilime cate s
ness;  Mr. White has some apposiie v anaths fpon
s feetine with respect tothe First Folio aud ofher
pulilications of its kit sl period: 0 is @
minghd fevl of entire Tiek of reverence for thei
authority. with a hesitation at disturhing the texd
forul in ;h W on the greond phiat it is stoange oh-
genre o otherwiso nuaeceptable. A study of e
dranitie literatiim of Elizabeth's thne s apt fo
Beget i Al student e beliel thiat wlmsat any
playwiisht—evmn the gre stest—of ok doy was
often content to write something thit had the me
sty outline of a possible sense, ol that wonld
i Niis pen and into his verses Thas, al-
wldd play-tuoks repiresont manuseripts
Al
=1 '."I'i tl ||.

Y

Tin eis by ool
thongh e
stolen and patelied and beterogencons,
quently privted in such typogragp el ok
their texts hoave wot the slightest cluim to nigies-
tioning o ference, the expw ] e £ tewds that
T iy wedl Desitato at disturbing what, notwith-
stamding its obsenrity, iEs eXtraviganes, or cvon it
Shikespetire Hhnsell may ive wiitton,”
shnkesjuean st i
I eritie but by the
Wy veminded of it

it

Lameiess,
It is in this fronne of mind tha
yeady not oniy by the professi
Joving siide Wee aire pops
fudireetly, in the short foot-notes
phecitly in the preface; and Mr.
wisely  gnidad by st iu nuleerons

Clendationg
But if the chareter'of the Elizabetium demma
wittns 1is 10 be cautions of meddling with the test,
the conlition i which the text bas eome down to
WS eneages s sometines to be ball, A ligps
extiple of bolduess by given In Mr. White's tyeat-
w Hamlot,?

. s well as ex-
White has been

coujeetural

goent of the wneh it pas=age ot
i, 4z

The deam of eales :
ooty a1l the nolde substapoe of o donbt
To Juis own seandie

for * 118" niid

s T Tene stands, as it often doe

popresents =etle” whatever that wey e My,
AW hite ix snre that ® eale ™ is o weve dpregnlae plo-
petic spelling of *ovill” which wis froquently piyg:

il el dust as = devil ™ was, and sooetimes

is, prononpeed * deel ™ inthe sae anthonity
fron whiich the auotel ju e s tukoen (ho guarto
of g, =devil ™ Bs printed = deale,”  The wards
Saf bbbt ™ prelably pepresent the compositor®s |
misapprelicns=ion of the words S aft adalier, |
seavely woitten, Adulier B8 Tovd, thooeh raniy,
in the litcrature of the thme. The 1 i
the Yines <Bonld theelore he:

The drwm of evil

Trotdy alld the noble substauee o0t welalter

oo Buts v 1 seank e,

This is w0 perfectly seasomable, botl bcanse
muikes il atiel bowpthsie 1) bs wand toomn
thiv oy I
illln Pl Bsasigpsay W Ltk [l.l1 e Transnittod Tron
the gunete of 1601 toourowd duy, that the Lokl

TR R ICIE

wid senso noght have o translovmet

goss of the viendution secis amply jualiol In
aunothior case whepre Mo White as mgele a0 b
wpon Ehe gronnd of @ probablie sbsprint, Lis decisian
will donliiess ho disputod.  Tu tliese lines ol = As
You Like 11, 0, 8=

Cetig—="n0 15 all of this for vonr Latlor ?

Hlowatind—Xo, sutng of it 4s for my vhidd's Tather, —
he swtintalns thiar ®child's fathor ™ oo eanspo
sition for = falliers obL™ The wistale pradeldy
can Woa conrse of ervor fmilise cpoegl iy
printing otlives; @ fist, *fathers ehild west g
ranaposiiion oty e, Celdlde fmthers " Gually a |

mistaken vorrection of this to* chililes pthes," ™ a0
the passage stonds in the folio,  The realine of the
fulio okes sonse, gl the
adbiere foit: bt we gioe with My White 1hat it s
mot o watntal answer Dy Colia’s guest aned thiit
e whiseh he favoss i gy 1,

DY ANy erties
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M pirayem

ral emwvadation introdueed, by My, Wi
it * oo aoodd Jadiot,™ dv., 3ods auother mstanee of |
Lol b copdicot oty with o cliar eise of trans
position sowwethung like Jhe prosumed casedn * Al

You Like 117
aml Parls, m the Frius's cell, aund oo
the Folio of 1507 ¢
Friar L On Tharsday, siv ¥ e time is very shors
Paris— My Gatler, Capider, will bhave it so;

And 1 e nothing shick to slow, Jis Liste,

& The quarto of 1500, however, his * gothing slow
to shwk.” My, White thinks thiat e etlor cise
Paris is mnde 1o say what he shoubd ot wod wonlid
not say, and he therefors remds, %1 s nothing
quick to slow bis haste,” stuck boing, s e cop-
Sunils, o easy corraption of guivk, Certuiuly bis
slteration makes plain sense;  bot wonld it not be
quite safo to assume that the pussage 5 one of the
mony in which Shakespeare, through L te and reck-
hum'rw. did vot write sensc ¥ Ill relerenes 1o an-
other passage in * Romeo aod Julie®,” the famous
#That rumaway's cyes may wink,” Mr White
Brings forward (aud, strunge to say, he is e tirst to
quute i) an apt illastration from Beagimont and
Fletelivr— -

P all-scoing sun, thit makes chuasto virging u.ml.

ut thiree short nights ath bid Nis peoping ey

1o confivm the uterprotation that ¥ runaway
Fliehus,

The fovt-notes {0 “ Romeo and Julict ™ e styik-
fug examples of the thoronghoeas wil  lenrping
with which Mr. White hus diseharged that pari of
his task next m importance to the reguliation of the
text—uauely, the upluuutinn of ebsoure wonls,
,hrmn-s and allusions.,  We do not pwan that the
work is better done in this tragedy than s other
pliys, bt there ismuch of it hote, aud it covers a

it sliversity of objects.  The notes are always
jef, bt l.!u_rm abuudant aud satisfying, 1The
glossarial explanations are repested us oftes an e
mecd arises, unless indecd tho obsenre word gocurs
The editor's acquaintance

with obsolete meanings of words, with tare oi for-
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make the Riverside
of the editor goes, probably the most comfortable of
all editions to read, The historical and bibliograph-
jcal pintroductions to each play are concise aml
sensible.
ouy seauty
b called & * genial notioe,” and will add nothing to
our snjoyment of the volumes.

Ono thiug bis been properly looked after, in the
mechanical arrangement,which in wany editions of
Shikespears is shamefully nogleeted 3 that i, the

proprinte differences of type.

doenments, eto,, read alond in the
actiony and the stage di

beanty of the new and sharp-cut letter,

of the pageare worthy of
at which the volumes were mwannfactured,

duode
American fanlt of an obstinato sl ba

gotten constructions, wﬂh the old technical terms

of arts, professions
anid their origin, with the archaiams of the langunge

enerally,
:pmre ‘4 time and the materials from which he freely

borrowed,
ness, precision and completeness, They are

and trades, with popular plirases

with the literature and history of Shake-

gives these short notes a surprising clear-
never

tio. They really illuminate the text. They
o far as the work

The brief life of the poet is a summary of
kuowledge on that topie it can hardly

ing of necessary distinctions in the text by ap-
The play within a

fe printed in
ma: 8o are all
conrse of the
motions are st ina very
The elearness and
and the
sense exhibited in the make-up
the famons printing bose
The
work also {5 excellent. If the puper were of
sponding quality and the sheets s tittle larger
il pradse the priblishers' part of ihe peeforn-
without stint., Bot the paper is wlhlll thiat

in * Haulet,” for instance,
or font thiv the body of the dra

some type of their own.

tuste and good

the priuting shows thrangh, and « page wliich
might he a delight to the eve is serionsly Wlnened,
Thie margine are much too narrow ; indeed, the book
is realiv an octavo crowded into the weasure of a

binding bas the eomnon
I, the vol-
do not apen well encugh ta be read with case,

cimo; and as the

These funits aee evidently the result of a delenmina- |
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to keep down the buik and prloe of the b ik,
e Riverside Ebhakespeare is ton good for such

treatment,
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